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January 3, 2016     1 Kings 10:1–9  

 

When the queen of Sheba heard about the fame of Solomon and his relation to the name of the LORD, 

she came to test him with hard questions. 
2 
Arriving at Jerusalem with a very great caravan—with camels 

carrying spices, large quantities of gold, and precious stones—she came to Solomon and talked with him 

about all that she had on her mind. 
3 

Solomon answered all her questions; nothing was too hard for the 

king to explain to her. 
4 
When the queen of Sheba saw all the wisdom of Solomon and the palace he had 

built, 
5 

the food on his table, the seating of his officials, the attending servants in their robes, his 

cupbearers, and the burnt offerings he made at the temple of the LORD, she was overwhelmed.   
6 

She said to the king, “The report I heard in my own country about your achievements and your 

wisdom is true. 
7 

But I did not believe these things until I came and saw with my own eyes. Indeed, not 

even half was told me; in wisdom and wealth you have far exceeded the report I heard. 
8 

How happy your 

men must be! How happy your officials, who continually stand before you and hear your wisdom! 
9 

Praise be to the LORD your God, who has delighted in you and placed you on the throne of Israel. 

Because of the LORD’s eternal love for Israel, he has made you king, to maintain justice and 

righteousness.”   

 

Jesus is the Answer to our Questions 

 

If you compare the pictures of women who were considered beautiful about a hundred or more years ago to 

those who are considered beautiful today you can see quite a difference.  Compare the role of the woman in 

today’s movies to the role of the woman in a John Wayne movie.  In the olden days she needed to be rescued by 

the macho man, but now the woman stands as a trained and superior fighter in front of the man to protect him 

from danger.  Watch the trailer for Superman vs. Batman and you’ll see what I mean.  She is beautiful because 

of her ability to fight and stand her own.  Opinions change as to what is beautiful and what isn’t.   

 

I would also note that our society doesn’t want us to really have any “ideal” as to what is beautiful and what is 

not when it comes to marriage, humanity, men, women - anything!   For me to say that a certain behavior or 

appearance is ugly or unattractive; that would be thought of as the most ugly thing by our society.   

 

But there are ideals according to God’s Word.  There are things that God defines as beautiful and ugly.  As 

Christians we are to keep our eyes and ears focused on the Word so we know what is truly beautiful in God’s 

sight and what is not - so we can tell the difference and not be duped by the constant images that are placed 

before us.  If we don’t, we are apt to get hurt.   

 

I think of a young, educated and physically attractive woman who had just gotten her license to be a doctor.  In 

the midst of her success she liked to party and have fun.  She was attracted to it.   So she found a man who was 

fun to party with and they got married.  It didn’t take long for her to realize that this man she liked to party 

wasn’t fun to live with, because he was an alcoholic.  His alcohol was more important to him than she was, and 

that she found to be ugly.  She could have married a much better man, but she found the wrong things attractive.  

In the midst of all of her blessings she didn’t have the wisdom to know what kind of a man to look for because 

she wasn’t in the Word.   
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The queen of Sheba had heard beautiful things about Solomon and his wisdom.  Her attraction was not only to 

his riches.  If you notice what the Word says, it also connects the reports she heard, “ and his relation to the 

name of the LORD.”  Do you remember how Solomon received his wisdom?  He was given a vision from God 

and offered anything in the world.  Instead of asking for riches and fame he asked for wisdom, and God gave it 

to him.  Wisdom is different from knowledge.  It’s not just knowing a bunch of facts.  It’s having the ability to 

apply what you know to specific situations.  The LORD granted Solomon this, and the report must have gotten 

out that Solomon had a God-given wisdom - a wisdom from above.   

 

The queen of Sheba wanted to see if the reports she heard were true.  She was willing to bring a lot of riches of 

her own - perhaps in exchange for the wisdom.  It is interesting also to note that she didn’t just come asking 

Solomon a bunch of trivial facts or brain teasers.  The NIV says that she asked Solomon all that was on her 

mind.  But the Hebrew actually says that she asked Solomon “all which was in her heart.”  These were 

questions that came from her soul, things that she was genuinely thinking of that were perplexing her in her 

inmost being.  She wanted real and authoritative answers on things in life that bothered her.   

 

In spite of all that we are being fed, I think that many people still seek those answers.  They have to.  If you can 

get them away from their video games and their sports, their drinking and their jobs; if you were to examine 

their thoughts and feelings apart from it all they’d have to admit that they have questions about the meaning of 

life.   This is what is so sad about the lifestyle of Americans today; we are so caught up in so many trivial things 

that we don’t stop to think about eternity.  Hell is closing on so many and they have absolutely no clue what is 

coming.  They are oblivious to the dangers ahead.   

 

The queen of Sheba sought the wisdom that came from above.  Even though she was rich and powerful and had 

everything she could have wanted, she still sought the wisdom from God.  The wise men from the East too were 

rich and blessed with great wisdom, but they were willing to travel hundreds of miles just to look at a toddler.  

They were willing to give him their gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh in faith that he was their greatest 

treasure.  These are amazing things in and of themselves.  How did they know?  What brought them to seek?  

Who knows but that they were taught this greatest wisdom from Daniel and the wise men who were deported to 

Babylon over five hundred years prior to Jesus’ arrival?   

 

Solomon gave us a book of Proverbs to study and seek wisdom.  Right at the very beginning he wrote in chapter 

1 that his proverbs were,  

 
2
 for attaining wisdom and discipline; for understanding words of insight;   

 
3
 for acquiring a disciplined and prudent life, doing what is right and just and fair;   

 
4
 for giving prudence to the simple, knowledge and discretion to the young—   

 
5
 let the wise listen and add to their learning, and let the discerning get guidance—   

 
6
 for understanding proverbs and parables, the sayings and riddles of the wise.   

 
7
 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and discipline.   

What does Solomon say is at the beginning of all of this wisdom?  The fear of the LORD.  It’s not only 

knowing your Bible books in order or how to recite the Ten Commandments.  It is to know who He is and how 

He deals with us, to listen to what He has to say to us and to bow before Him. It is to take His threats seriously 

and to seek salvation; to be ready to meet a holy God.  This ought to be the most precious treasure that we seek 

in this world.  It ought to be worth more to us than any treasure in the world.   
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How does this wisdom come?  Think about the Wise Men.  You might wonder what the Wise Men could learn 

from a little infant?  What great wisdom could they find in a baby who couldn’t talk?  Who would want to travel 

miles and miles just to look at a little toddler?  What could HE tell them?  They could find that God’s Word was 

true; His promises and prophecies were true.  God wasn’t just a philosophy of words.  He was a compassionate 

God who was willing to become human in order to save humanity.  So we see from the infant Jesus that God’s 

wisdom truly is hidden from human eyes.  Who would find wisdom in a baby?  Then we also think who would 

see salvation in a man dying on a cross?  Yet there God says is the greatest wisdom of all when we seek to be 

bathed and clothed in Him!   

 

It is interesting to note that out of all of the things that impressed the queen of Sheba, what was it that put the 

frosting on the cake and completely took her breath away?  The word says that it was, “the burnt offerings he 

made at the temple of the LORD.”  Solomon, with all of his riches, knew that he had a holy LORD who was 

much more powerful than he.  Solomon feared this God.  These sacrifices showed the queen a deep and rich 

faith that permeated through Israel; one that focused on sin and grace.  She was impressed with this wisdom 

most of all.   

 

This is our greatest wisdom as well, as we come back to Bethlehem every year for the same story and the same 

promise.  We follow Him on the pathway to Calvary.  We bow before the One on the cross.  We confess our 

sins to Him.  We cling to His mercy.   In God’s sight there is nothing more wise we can do than to come to His 

throne and beg for His mercy; to find it wrapped up in the flesh and blood of Jesus Christ.   

 

As the Queen of Sheba listened to Solomon and witnessed him in his prime, it took her breath away.  She said 

to him, How happy your men must be! How happy your officials, who continually stand before you and 

hear your wisdom! 
9 

Praise be to the LORD your God, who has delighted in you and placed you on the 

throne of Israel. Because of the LORD’s eternal love for Israel, he has made you king, to maintain justice 

and righteousness.”   

 

Note how she praised the LORD for what He had done through Solomon.  Notice also how she said that 

Solomon had been placed there because of the LORD’s eternal love for Israel.  This wise king was meant to be 

be a great blessing to his people.  He was put there to maintain justice and righteousness.  All of these blessings 

must have made the servants as happy as could be as they were able to enjoy the fruits of Solomon’s wise 

decisions.  All of these words would seem to reflect faith in the God of Israel.  Solomon’s actions attracted her 

not to Solomon but to Solomon’s God who had seen to all of these blessings.   

 

If people saw how you managed your household; your finances; your family; would they say, “How happy 

their children must be!”  Would they be attracted to your LORD and want to find answers to your joy?  Do 

your children witness a household under control?  Are they fed and clothed sufficiently?  Do those working 

under you find someone who manages the business well?  Are your employers happy with your work?  On a 

smaller scale you will never have the kingdom of Solomon.  But the way you run your kingdom can still be 

attractive to those around you.  Or is your house filled with misery and mismanagement?   

 

Permit me a personal story.  I think of how my grandmother lived in an old house by herself for many years 

after my grandpa died.  She never seemed to have much.  She didn’t have a car.  She walked down to the local 

grocery store with a little shopping cart.  But every time we came to visit her she would make us goulash with 
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cottage cheese and applesauce.  She would portray a joy and a happiness to see us, and that made me happy to 

see her.  Even with what little she had she managed her house as well as she could.  She was a blessed woman.  

We could see it, and other people could see that in her too.   Grandma may not have looked beautiful in the eyes 

of the world with her wrinkles and older clothes, but she was beautiful in God’s eyes and she was beautiful to 

me.   She made her grandchildren happy with what little she had and that was a blessing you couldn’t put a 

price on.  The book of Proverbs says of the beautiful God pleasing woman in Proverbs 31, 
25

 She is clothed 

with strength and dignity; she can laugh at the days to come. 
26

 She speaks with wisdom, and faithful 

instruction is on her tongue.”   

 

When it comes to reality, we don’t find a lot of that joy and good management in our world today.  We find a 

lot of disfunction and misery.  Yet it’s this failure that makes Jesus the most priceless treasure we can have on 

earth.  His ministry was not about how He could make people rich or famous or give them everything they 

wanted.  Yes, He healed the sick and raised the dead.  He walked on water and stilled storms.  Yet the most 

lasting treasure He gave was Himself on the cross for the forgiveness of sins.  He would not be taken off course.  

He managed His life with one main purpose; to get to the cross and die for us; to make that payment on our 

behalf with His blood.  He died in confidence and hope that His payment was more than enough to satisfy the 

wrath of God.  His words of forgiveness and confidence in the face of death spoke volumes to those who 

witnessed it.  Even the centurion knew He was the Son of God, and so do we.   

 

How happy we can be!  Some people end up dying because they just can’t afford the surgery that is needed to 

keep them alive, or they have bad doctors who don’t diagnose their sickness correctly.  We have the perfect 

doctor and the perfect remedy - and it is all free.  We’ve been diagnosed with the deadly disease of sin with a 

death sentence of hell.  Yet we’ve been given the perfect remedy of Christ crucified and risen.  We can die 

knowing that all of our sins are paid for.  You can’t put a price on that.  Imagine wondering on your deathbed if 

there was some sin that God was holding against you, that He was waiting to stick it to you when you died.  

What an awful feeling that would be!  Imagine if your salvation was based on how much money you had saved 

up to donate to church?  But it has nothing to do with that.  You can’t put a price on the promise of Jesus that 

our sins are paid for and we are saved by God’s grace in HIM.  You can’t put a price on the hope we have to see 

our loved ones again in heaven when they die in Christ.  It’s Jesus that has come to give us a joy that can’t be 

taken away.  This is the kind of joy that Jesus came to give us.   

 

It’s this type of joy and hope that makes people ask questions.  It makes people take notes.  They want to come 

and see what makes you different, what makes you blessed.  You don’t have to be rich to be attractive.  You 

don’t have to have a PHD to answer the question.  It doesn’t take a brain surgeon.  You have the answer.  It’s 

the wisdom from on high.  It’s Jesus.   

 

The queen of Sheba didn’t go home disappointed.  She found that this God of Israel had truly blessed their king 

with a profound wisdom.  She went home to Sheba more than satisfied at her journey to Israel.  She left in faith.  

The Wise Men also left in faith, knowing that they had the opportunity to see the toddler Jesus who had come to 

save the world.  So I hope and pray that you leave here today with this same treasure in your arms of faith, 

knowing that you have seen and held the Greatest King of all.  You have nothing to be disappointed in.  I hope 

and pray that His light shines in your heart and soul and beams out to a world living in darkness, so they too 

will come, ask questions, and find the answer to Life in Christ.  Amen.   

 


